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RAMAKRISHNA MISSION

(The Headquarters)
P.O. BELUR MATH, DIST. HOWRAH
WEST BENGAL : 711202
INDIA

A brief Report on the activities of Ramakrishna Mission,
P.O. : Belur Math, Howrah for the year 2016-2017

Divyayan Krishi Vigyan Kendra of Ranchi Morabadi Ashrama was awarded
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Rashtriya Krishi Vigyan Protsahan Puraskar (zonal
level) by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, New Delhi. Indian Adult Education
Association, New Delhi, conferred Nehru Literacy Award, on Lokasiksha Parishad
of Narendrapur centre for its contribution to adult literacy. Blind Boys’ Academy and
Braille press of Narendrapur centre won the National Award for the Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities, for its comprehensive services to persons with disabilities.
Bommidala Srikrishna Murthy Foundation, Guntur, presented Spoorthi Award to
Rajamahendravaram centre in recognition of its service to society.
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The 150th birth anniversaries of Swami Saradananda, Swami Akhandananda,
Swami Abhedananda, Swami Subodhananda and Sister Nivedita were celebrated in
different centres through various programmes.

A branch centre of Ramakrishna Mission was started at Gwalior in Madhya
Pradesh and three sub-centres were started at Vasant Vihar, New Delhi, Cuttack in
Odisha and Bardhaman in West Bengal. Two branch centres of Ramakrishna Math
were started at Kayamkulam in Kerala and Ramanathapuram in Tamil Nadu and a
sub-centre was started at Kathamrita Bhavan, Kolkata. Outside India, a branch centre
each of Math and Mission was started at Chandpur in Bangladesh. Vedanta Society of
Greater Houston, USA, was made a branch centre of Ramakrishna Math. Ramakrishna
Vedanta Centre, Lusaka, Zambia, was reaffiliated to Ramakrishna Mission.

In the educational field, the following new developments deserve special
mention : (i) Coimbatore Mission centre started an e-journal entitled Journal of
Disability Management and Special Education. (i1) The Industrial Training Centre of
Narendrapur centre introduced three new courses.

In the medical field, mention may be made of the following new developments :
(1) Itanagar centre started three new departments. (i1) Lucknow centre set up 7 modular
operation theatres. (iii) Seva Pratishthan centre set up a High Dependency Unit (a step
down unit of ICU) equipped with modern instruments.

In the rural development field, the following new projects deserve special
mention : (i) Gwalior centre organized a workshop for 150 farmers and planted 800
trees at Sharada Balgram. (ii) Lucknow centre started a Village Health Centre.
(ii1) Narainpur centre built two ten-bed dwelling houses for children and 45 water
reservoirs. (iv) New Delhi centre built 100 Twin Pit Pour Flush (TPPF) toilets.
(v) Ranchi Morabadi centre started Livelihood and Enterprise Development
Programme (LEDP) to empower 200 self-help group women as smart Agripreneures.
The centre also built 27 units of Nadep compost tanks and 57 units of raised platform
for goat-rearing, and installed a solar pump for irrigation. (vi) Sargachhi centre started
a soil-testing laboratory for farmers.

A number of centres took forward Swachchha Bharat Abhiyan by holding various
programmes, of which the following deserve special mention: (i) Students of different
educational institutions of Coimbatore Mission Vidyalaya conducted 46 cleaning drives
in which several public places were cleaned. (i1) Students of Gwalior centre participated
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in arally and enacted a play on Swachchhata Abhiyan which was telecast in 117 countries.
(ii1) Mangaluru centre conducted 300 cleanliness drives in which about 35,000 people
participated.

Under the Ramakrishna Math, the following new projects deserve special
mention : (i) Thiruvananthapuram centre built an operation theatre block with 5 opeation
theatres in its hospital. (i1) Chennai Math constructed a building for its rural development
unit at Meyyur village, near Chennai. (ii1) Kitchen-cum-dining-hall complex, named
‘Ma Sarada Sadavrata’, started to function on Belur Math campus. (iv) Mysuru
Ashrama carried out cleanliness drives which covered 56 places in Mysuru city.

Outside India, the following new developments deserve special mention: (1) Dhaka
(Bangladesh) centre celebrated its centenary by holding a series of programmes and also
launched Prabodhan, a quarterly magazine in Bengali. (i) Statues of Swami Vivekananda
were installed at Durban (South Africa) centre and at the Ladysmith sub-centre of Durban
centre. (iii) The renovated Old Temple of San Francisco (USA) centre was rededicated,
and a commemorative volume was released on the occasion.

During the year, the Mission undertook welfare work by way of providing
scholarships to poor students, pecuniary help to old, sick and destitute people, etc.
Expenditure incurred: Rs. 19.67 crore.

Medical service was rendered to more than 70.69 lakh people through 10 hospitals,
78 dispensaries, 41 mobile medical units and 834 medical camps. Expenditure incurred
Rs. 209.50 crore.

Nearly 2.31 lakh students studied in our educational institutions from kindergarten
to university level, non-formal education centres, night schools, coaching classes, etc.
A sum of Rs. 313.33 crore was spent on the educational work.

A number of rural and tribal development projects were undertaken with a
total expenditure of Rs. 68.04 crore, benefiting about 73.04 lakh people.

The Mission and Math undertook several relief and rehabilitation programmes
in different parts of the country involving an expenditure of Rs. 41.08 crore, benefiting
11.65 lakh people of 5.86 lakh families.

We take this opportunity to express our heartfelt thanks to our members and friends
for their kind cooperation and help.

(Submitted by Swami Atmaprabhananda on behalf of the General Secretary of
Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math.)
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